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 Springfield Township, Bucks County 
      2320 Township Road    ▪    Quakertown, PA 18951   ▪     610-346-6700     ▪    www.springfieldbucks.org  

Board of Supervisors   

MINUTES 

May 10, 2016 

Supervisors Present:  John Oehler, Karen Bedics and Volker Oakey   

Also present:  Chief Michael McDonald, Michael Brown (Township Manager) and Jason Wager 
(Secretary/Treasurer) 

Vice Chairperson Oehler called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.    

Approval of Minutes 

Ms. Bedics moved to approve the April 12 minutes as corrected.  Mr. Oakey seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.   

Approval of Bills List 

Mr. Oehler moved to approve the following bills paid from April 9 to May 6, 2016: 

 
1. General Fund   4. Street Light Fund  
2. Liquid Fuels   5. Subdivision & Escrow               

 3. Open Space   6. Capital Reserve 
 
Mr. Oakey seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 

Sue Ziegler, 2480 Deer Trail Road and Chairperson for the Springfield Township Park & Recreation Board, 
stated the Park & Recreation Board is preparing a document it is calling a style guide.  The document will 
contain such items as types of materials that are okay to use at the Township owned parks and what type of 
font is okay to use for signs and documentation.  The Board asked the Park & Recreation Board to cover as 
many areas and take the document as far as the Park & Recreation Board feels it needs to address. 

Business 

F350 replacement approval – The Board reviewed the COSTARS quotes for the F350 replacement and snow 
equipment upfit obtained by Rich Pursell.  Ms. Bedics moved to approve the proposals from Milham Ford and 
E.M. Kutz to replace the F350 truck and upfit, respectively, in the amount of $36,749.  Mr. Oehler seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

Conservation Easement agreement of sale – Mr. Oehler moved to adopt Resolution 2016-07 and approve the 
agreement of sale for conservation easement on TMP’s 42-005-074, 42-005-092 & 42-005-094, consisting of 
23.2498 acres, and further authorize the Township staff to execute documents necessary for closing.  Ms. 
Bedics seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Ag Security addition – Ms. Bedics moved to adopt Resolution 2016-08 adding Bucks County TMP 42-004-194 
and  Lehigh County TMP R258809, consisting of 72.707 acres in the Ag Security District on a deemed approved 
basis.  Mr. Oehler seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

$    1,685.39 
$       786.87 
$   2,840.00 

$137,646.26 
$  10,143.54 
$    4,118.00 
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Expanding municipal recycling service center – Mr. Brown noted Rich Pursell received a price commitment of 
$150 per pull of the recycling containers from Reiss Hauling & Recycling for six months.  The Board discussed 
the expansion of its municipal recycling service center.  The Board considered that curbside recycling was 
available to anyone who contracted for it.  There was discussion whether Springfield could successfully 
implement an expanded program where Haycock had not.  The Board instructed Mr. Brown to confirm if 
taking recycling is a law for garbage haulers.  Ms. Bedics noted she was attempting to correct the overfilling 
problem the Township experiences with its existing containers and make it better by expanding the Townships 
current operation and she was disappointed there was an apparent unwillingness to give it a try.  Mr. Oehler 
stated he supported recycling, but upgrading would be an additional expense to the Township and he couldn’t 
justify the additional spending for that purpose.  Mr. Oakey stated he supported recycling, but the Board 
should continue to prioritize where its money is being spent and feels recycling is best done curbside.  Ms. 
Bedics moved to expand the Township recycling service center by purchasing two rollback containers from 
Haycock Township.  There was no second and the motion was lost.   

Junkyard Ordinance advertisement authorization – The Board reviewed the draft Junkyard Ordinance 
presented by the Planning Commission.  Mr. Brown noted the Planning Commission had done site visits and 
worked with three of the five junkyard owners in the Township over multiple meetings to create an ordinance 
to replace the 1967 version.  Mr. Oehler moved authorize advertisement of a revised junkyard ordinance for a 
public hearing on June 28, 2016.  Mr. Oakey seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Township facilities rental policy – The Board reviewed the draft of its use of municipal facilities policy created 
by Mr. Brown.  He noted he received samples from other municipalities while creating the policy, which covers 
all Township owned property.  The Board noted some revisions it would like such as distance from Police bay 
doors to be addressed unless otherwise indicated by the Police or Township officials and a price scale for the 
fees.  The Board would like to see a revision for its next meeting. 

Social Media Policy – The Board reviewed the draft of its social media policy stating acceptable use of 
Township owned social media.  The Board tabled for further review and will send responses and comments to 
Mr. Brown before its next meeting by Thursday, May 19th. 

Correspondence 

Mr. Oehler recognized Gretchen Mohen’s resignation from the EAC dated 3/11/2016. 

Public Comments 

Sandra Berry, 2005 Route 212, stated her issues with a neighbor have not been supported by the Township 
and she is moving because of it.  Mr. Brown noted that letters have been sent by the Township in the past and 
he took notice to the back yard of the property when doing a Use and Occupancy inspection of another 
neighbor, but he would not discuss enforcement action against a specific property at a public meeting.   

At 8:38 p.m., Ms. Bedics moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Oakey seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
  
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer     
Approved:   May 24, 2016 


